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3
4
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE STATE OF OREGON
5
FOR THE COUNTY OF MULTNOMAH
6
7 ALEKSANDR GRINKO, an individual; Case No. 19CV41451
PETR OPANASYUK, an individual;
8 LEONID PAKHNYUK, an individual; and
the BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF NEW DECLARATION OF VASILY
9 LIFE MISSIONARY CHURCH, an VAKULSKY IN SUPPORT OF
Oregon religious nonprofit corporation, RESPONSE TO PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION
10 SANCTION DEFENDANT VAKULSKY
Plaintiff, FOR CONTEMPT
11
V.
12
VASILY VAKULSKY, an individual;
13 RUSLAN PETRUSHA, an individual,
14 Defendant.
15
16 I, Vasily Vakulsky, declare as follows:
17 1. I am the Senior Pastor of the New Life Missionary Church (“Church”) located at
18 3300 NE 172nd Place, Portland Oregon. I make this declaration based on personal knowledge
19 and am competent to testify to the matters herein.
20 2. I founded the Church in 1992 and have served as the Senior Pastor ever since. [
21 am also a member of the Board of Directors of the Church. T am 75 years old.
22 3. Beginning in August 2019, Plaintiffs Opanasyuk, Grinko, and Pakhnyuk refused
23 to fulfill their Church duties. For example, Plaintiffs refused to participate in a service observing
24 and remembering the communion of Christ and interfered with the Sunday School and Youth
25 Choirs. On January 12, 2020, Plaintiffs were absolved of their pastoral duties by order signed by
26
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me and the Church Secretary, John Uzhva, which order was announced at the Church service

2 that same day.

3 4. [ understand that the Court held a hearing on Plaintiffs’ motion for a preliminary

4 injunction on January 17, 2020. I was not able to attend or participate in that hearing because I

5 was dealing with a medical 1ssue that required me to go to the hospital. I am aware that, after the

6 conclusion of that hearing, the Court entered an Order on Preliminary Injunction but I never

7 received a Russian translation of that document.

8 5. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it has been necessary to use electronic means of

9 communication with the Church congregation, including YouTube.
10 6. On April 5, 2020, I posted a video on YouTube entitled “Announcement to
11 Church.” In that video, I discuss the Holy Scripture, hold a prayer, and discuss a number of
12 issues affecting the Church, including the ongoing misconduct of Plaintiffs. I explain that I have
13 been urged to action by many members of the congregation, have consulted the Bible, and have
14 spoken with a group of Church leaders regarding the appropriate course of action. At the
15 conclusion of the video, I announce that Plaintiffs Grinko, Opanasyuk, and Pakhnyuk, as well as
16 Kirill Grinko, are excommunicated from the Church. In addition to that video, I shared a
17 statement declaring Plaintiffs Grinko, Opanasyuk, and Pakhnyuk, as well as Kirill Grinko, to be
18 excommunicated from the Church on the basis of the following Holy Scriptures: Rom. 16:17,
19 Ephesians 4:3-12, 1 Tim. 3:2-9, 1 Cor. 5:11-13, 1 Peter 5:5, 2 Thess. 3:6, Gal. 5:10, Titus 2:15, 1
20 Tim. 5:20, 1 Cor. 16:22, Titus 3:10, Gal. 5:19-21, Jude 1:19-23.
21 7. In our Church, excommunication is a term that refers to church discipline which is
22 distinct from the concept of “removal.” Excommunicated individuals can still attend the Church
23 but cannot participate in communion or Church membership meetings. Excommunication takes
24 into account the statement in 2 Thessalonians 3:15 KJV, which provides: “Yet count him not as
25 an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.” The announcement excommunicating Plaintiffs from
26
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the Church was based on Plaintiffs’ failure to comply with Holy Scriptures and Biblical
teachings.

8. I am aware that Plaintiffs have continued to hold themselves out as Pastors of the
Church. For example, on Sunday, April 12, 2020, Plaintiffs held an Easter Service, in violation
of the Church’s COVID-19 protocols. A recording of that service is available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-etSLzZUBY V8&feature=youtu.be. Additionally, On April
26, 2020, Plaintiffs circulated to the congregation a communication regarding this litigation in
which Plaintiffs deny having been excommunicated.

9. The Council of Brethren, sometimes referred to as the Council of Ministers, 1s
responsible for providing spiritual advice and counsel to me as the Senior Pastor of the Church.
The Council of Brethren has always acted as an advisory body and has never behaved, acted, or

held itself out as the “Board of Directors” of the Church.

1 hereby declare that the above statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief,

and that I understand it is made for use as evidence in court and is subject to penalty for perjury.

/s/ Vasily Vakulsky

DATED: May 23,2020 Vasily Vakulsky
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OKPYXXHOI CYJI ILIT. OPETOH
ITO OKPYTY MVJITHOMAX

AJIEKCAH/JIP 'PUHBKO, ¢usuueckoe Jlenmo Ne 19CV41451
auno; [IETP OITAHACIOK, dpusuueckoe
muno; JIEOHUJI ITAXHIOK, ¢usnueckoe
muno; 1 COBET JIMPEKTOPOB 3ASIBJIEHUE BACUJIUS
MUCCUOHEPCKOU IIEPKBU «HOBAJI BAKYJbCKOI'O B IOJJAEPXKKY
JKU3HDb», peaurno3Hoil HEKOMMEPYECKOM OTBETA HA XOJATAUCTBO UCTHA

Kopropaiuu wr. Opero, O MIPUMEHEHUU CAHKIIUHA K
OTBETYHUKY BAKYJIbCKOMY 3A
Hcren, HEYBAKEHHUE K CYY
MIPOTUB
BACHJINA BAKVYJIBCKOT O,

¢usngeckoro muua; PYCIIAHA
[IETPVIIIHN, ¢pusnyeckoro iuia,

OTBeTUHK.

S, Bacunuii Bakynbckui, 3a4BIIs10 CeIyolee:

L S ABJIAIOCH CTAPIIMM IACTOPOM MUCCHOHEPCKOI LepkBH «HOBas KU3HB»
(«LlepkoBb»), pacrosnoxkenHoi no aapecy: 3300 NE 172nd Place, Portland Oregon (1ut.
Operon). S enarw 5TO 3asABJIECHNE, OCHOBBIBAACH HAa CBOMX JIMYHBIX 3HAHUAX, U 51 KOMIICTCHTCH
JIaBaTh CBUETENILCKHE TOKA3aHUs 1O 00CYKIaeMbIM 3/1€Ch BOIIPOCAM.

2. S1 ocuosan LlepkoBb B 1992 ., U ¢ TeX MOp ABIAIOCH €€ CTAPIIMM MACTOPOM. A
TakoKe aBiock wieHom CoseTa nupexropos Liepksu. Mue 75 nert.

3. Hauunas ¢ asrycra 2019 r. Uerust Onanaciok, I'punbko u [laxHiok
OTKAa3bIBATHCH BBINOIHATE cBoU 00a3anHocTH B Llepkn. Hanpumep, McTibl 0TKa3anmuCh

y4acTBOBATh B CIIY)KCHHH, cobmonas IpUYacTre U BCIIOMHHAA XpHcra, BMECIIMBAJINUCH B pa60Ty
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BOCKPECHO TIKOJBI M MOJIOJICIKHBIX XOpOB. 12 sHBAps 2020 r. Ycrist 66U 0CBOOOK/ICHBI OT

? CBOUX NACTHIPCKUX 0OS3aHHOCTEH IIPUKA30M, IIO/UTMCAHHBIM MHOH M IICPKOBHBIM CCKpPETapCM

’ VBaroM Y5KBOIL; 3TOT PHKA3 ObLIT 0OBABICH HA HEPKOBHOU CILyKOE B TOT JKC JICHD.

* 4. Hackouibko s oauMaio, 17 ssuBaps 2020 . ¢yt mpoBelt Crynranue no

’ xojiaraiictsy VICTIIOB 0 HAJIOKEHUH BPEMEHHOTO CyjiebHoro 3anpera. S ne MOr IIpHCYTCTBOBATH
¢ I y4acTBOBATD B 3TOM CJIyLIAHMHU, IIOCKOJIBKY A PeIIal npobiieMy O 3710pOBBEM, KOTOpast

! TpeGosana, 4To0b! 51 0bpatuics B GombHuLly. MHE H3BECTHO, YTO NOCIC 3aBEPIICHIA STOTO

; ciymanus ¢y Beiaec I[Ipyukas o Ha/io/KeHHH BPEMEHHOTO cy1e0HOTO 3anpera, HO st TaK U He

’ TIOJTYHHII TIEPEBOJI TOTO JIOKYMEHTA Ha PYCCKHH A3BIK.
0 = o npuunne nanyiemun COVID-19 jyist oGuienust ¢ npuxoxanamMu Lepksu
! BOBHMKIIA HEOGXOMMMOCTD HCTIOJB30BAHIS ICKTPOHHBIX CPE/ICTB CBA3H, BKitoyas YouTube.
= 6. 5 anpenst 2020 1. s pasmectit Ha YouTube Bujieo 11oj HazsBaHueM «O0BsABICHUE
. just Lepkeuy. B aTom Brzieo s oocyxiato Csmentoe ITucanue, 4MTaio MOIUTBY 1 o0CyK1at0
H psi/I BONPOCOB, OTPAKAIONIMXCS Ha LlepKBy, B TOM YHCJIE PO/I0JDKAIOLIMECH NPOCTY KNI Hcrios.
. ST 06BACHAIO, UTO MHOTHE HJICHbI OOIMHBI IPH3BATN MEHs K JICHCTBUIO, UTO A obparuics K
1 BuGIMy ¥ IIOrOBOPHII C IPyYINIOi Jniepos Liepksn OTHOCHTEILHO COOTBETCTBYIOMICIO Iljlaka
17

jeiicteuii. B konne Bujeo s 00bssinio, uro Merist I'puHbKo, Omanacrok u ITaxHIOK, a TaKXKe
1 Kupmun I'pusbko orrydarores ot Liepksi. B 10MOIHEHNE K 3TOMY BUJCO, S BBICTYIIHIL ©
19
sasBjICHUEM, 00BABIIAS 0 TOM, 4To Merin I'punbKo, Omnanaciok u [laxniok, a Takke Kupuinn
2 ['pHHBKO JIOJGKHBI OBITH OTIY4Y€HbI OT LIepKBM HA OCHOBAHMH CIIC/TYIONIMX CBSIIEHHBIX
°! Tucanwii: Pum. 16:17, Ebecanam 4:3-12, 1 Tuwm. 3:2-9, 1 Kop. 5:11-13, 1 Terp 5:5, 2 decc. 3:6,
= Tan. 5:10, Tur. 2:15, 1 Tum. 5:20, 1 Kop. 16:22, Tur. 3:10, Tan. 5:19-21, Uyx. 1:19-23.
s Ts B naweii Llepksy OTIIy4eHHE — 9TO TEPMUH, OTHOCSIIHHCS K [EPKOBHOM
* JCIIUILTMHE, KOTOPBIi OTIMYASTCS OT MOHATHA «OTCTpaHeHne». OTIydeHHBIC OT LlepxBu auna
> BCE elle MOTYT Tocenars LepKoBb, HO HE MOTYT y4acTBOBATh B IPHUYAIICHUH HIlH coOpanusx
26
Perkins Coie LLP
ctr. 2 3ASIBJIEHUE CAIIIM TETPOBOU g e L

148307466.1

Ten.: 503.727.2000
daxc: 503.727.2222



CTP.

148307466.1

yyenos Llepksu. OTirydeHHe OT IEPKBU YIHTBIBACT YTBEPHKICHHE, CICIANHOC BO 2-oM
MMocnanuu kK ®eccanonukniinam, 3:15 (bubins kopot Nakoga), kotopoe riacut: «Ho He
cunTaiiTe ero 3a Bpara, a BpasymuIsiite, Kak oparay. O6wsriienue 06 orryuenuun Merios ot
1LEPKBHU OBLIO OCHOBAHO HA HECOOIIIOICHUM Uctnamu Casimennoro [ucanns u bubneickux
YUCHHIA.

8. 1 3Ha10, uT0 VICTIIB MPOJIOIIKAIH IPE/ICTABIATE CEOs 11aCTOPaMu Lepxsu.
Hampumep, B Bockpecense, 12 anpens 2020 1., VlcTiis! IpoBeIIH [AcXalbHoe OOrocimyKeHne B
HapylIeHHE HPOTOKoIa LIepKkBH 110 COVID-19. 3anmch 3T0# CiryO0Bbl JIOCTYITHA IO a/IpeCy:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-et5LzUBYV8&feature=youtu.be. Kpowme Toro, 26 anpeis
2020 r. VcTIibl HApaBuiIM OOIIMHE COOOIICHHE IO TIOBOJLY 3TOTO cyieOHOro Iporecca, B
xoTopoM MCTis! OTPUIAIOT GAaKT OTIIYHEHHMs OT EPKBH.

9. Bpatckuii CoBeT, MHOT/Ia HA3bIBACMBIH IMacropckuit Coser, OTBEHACT 3a
IPEIOCTARIICHHE HACTARJICHHH 1 KOHCYJILTAIMH 110 TyXOBHBIM BOIPOCAM MHE KaK crapiemy
nacropy Llepksu. Bparckuii Coser Beer/ia JIEHCTBOBAJI KAK KOHCYJIBTaTHBHBIM OPraH U HUKOT/1a

He BBICTYIIAJI, HE JICHCTBOBAII M HC MPE/ICTABIIAI CEOs B KAUECTBE «Cosera qupexTopos» Llepksu.

Hacmosuum 2 3167510, Um0 6bIUEYKA3AHHOE 3AAEICHUC ABTACMCA npasoudbiM 6 Mepy
MOUX 3HAHUL U YOeNHCOeHUl, U YMO, HACKOIbKO s NOHUMAIO, OHO oenaemcs ¢ yeablo
UCHONb308AHUSA 6 Kauecmae JOKA3amenscmed 6 cyoe noo Cmpaxom HaKasaHus 3a

JIHCEC8UCMENbCMBO. -

PNk

JTATA: 23 man 2020 . Bacunuit Bakyibckuit
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